MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO 

While it is right that this Annual Report focusses on our achievements of 2019-20, we cannot ignore the significant impact that COVID-19 has had on our economies, communities and overall way of life. The South East business community – like so many others across the UK – is facing its most challenging time in many generations.

How we are supporting business and the economy

The South East LEP has been working closely with our Growth Hub partners, business intermediary bodies, local universities and Local Authorities to support the regional business community. 

Our region is home to a large number of businesses in the aviation, hospitality, destination and cultural sectors – all of which have been significantly affected by COVID-19. We have undertaken surveys to hear directly from businesses about their worries, issues and priorities and this has provided us with insights which, together with data and intelligence, has informed our activity and our action planning.

Our Growth Hub has, to date, helped more than 14,000 businesses. The South East Business Hub has become a comprehensive repository of financial information, general business support, sector-specific guidance, webinars and training and it outlines financial support on offer to SMEs across the area. 

A digital future

It is clear that being digitally enabled is a critical component of future business success. This year we have launched our Digital Skills Partnership (DSP), which brings together businesses, education, public sector organisations and the charitable sector with the aim of creating a world leading digital economy that ensures the need for these vital skills is met across the South East.


The DSP has already developed unique offerings for the South East including The Digital Boost platform - a new, free volunteering platform to help struggling businesses become more tech-savvy. We also have an online learning platform, offering more than 4,300 courses to those facing redundancy, on furlough, or those looking to reskill to enter a new industry.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We have seen great progress in the area of skills with our pioneering Tutor bursary scheme and XYZ

We continue to deliver our portfolio of projects through our Local Growth Fund (LGF) investments and our Growing Places Fund (GPF) revolving loan fund. This year has seen XXX projects achieved, X released, X agreed for new projects and X new projects opened. 

Our Sector Support Funding continues. These inimitable projects, which are of a pan-LEP nature,  have a sector focus that help drive forward the work of our working groups and identified priority sectors. This year our creative, rural, clean growth and housing groups have benefitted from this funding pot to drive tourism to our coastal areas; bolster support for local growers; analyse our local energy and clean growth supply chains; and accelerate the delivery of high-quality development across the LEP.


Our sector-based working groups, made up of representatives of different organisations who give their time on a voluntary basis, continue to delivery strongly. We have seen the development of a Coastal Prospectus which sets out xxx, the Social Enterprise Prospectus which xxx (ask Alex for a sentence). The Thames Estuary Production Corridor and Creative Estuary projects have made great strides in creating the foundation for a network of creative organisations, world-class cultural infrastructure and thousands of new jobs in the SELEP patch.

We will continue to play a leading role across our area to shape local economic priorities and to make the strongest possible case for investment, working together with a vast range of partners to drive forward those activities which will ensure an economic recovery which works for our businesses and our communities. 




