Colchester Institute STEM Innovation Campus
The project was aimed to fulfil the Institutes vision of a ‘Centre of Advanced Technology’ for their Braintree campus
Summary
The project involved the demolition and sale of 1.7 hectares of the college site unlocking the match funding, next was the construction of a new 1,800m2 facility to complete the long-term transformational vision of Colchester Institute’s Braintree campus and to extend engineering training facilities to include sustainable technologies, science, digital and IT technologies targeted at local business needs/requirements
Background
STEM based industries have been identified as having significant skills shortages in both the SELEP and Essex Employment and Skills Board Evidence Base. Sectors including construction, engineering, digital, IT, health, logistics care and finance are lacking the skills required for growth. 
An earlier phase of the project had already been delivered and was part funded through the SELEP’s Skills Capital, this involved the conversion of the former sports hall at the campus to create a STEM Innovation Centre. Opening in 2017 it further strengthened links between the college and local employers. It is delivering training from levels 2 to 5 in advanced manufacturing, robotics and service engineering alongside brickwork, plumbing and electrical installations to help meet the rapidly growing local demand for construction skills.
This project will support an additional 466 learners per year including higher-level apprenticeships.   
Project Objectives
· Transform the campus from an FE College to a Technology Centre of Excellence
· Provide specific skills training aligned to the local employer need
· Provide an employer focussed model co-delivered by employers
· Deliver outcomes from the Essex Strategic Area Review – replacing poor quality accommodation with modern fit for purpose industry standard facilities
[bookmark: _GoBack]The new centre was officially opened in January 2020. For further information click here 
